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Mrs MENKENS (Burdekin—NPA) (12.47 pm): It is a pleasure to speak on and support the Mineral
Resources and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. As the shadow minister has said, the intent behind this
legislation is excellent and certainly very important for the continued economic development of
Queensland. The decision to name the Chinese aluminium company Chalco as the preferred bidder to
develop the bauxite deposit at Aurukun and construct a refinery in Queensland is a welcome move and
one that promises to deliver much to the whole of Queensland. It is through utilising our rich resources
base that Queensland can position itself to readily compete in the world market and plan for the future. We
have to ensure that we capitalise on our current competitive advantage in minerals and resources and
recognise that it is a platform to build on, not an end in itself. 

The objectives of the bill—to facilitate the development of the Aurukun bauxite deposit, ensure
consistency of legislation regarding offshore pipeline licences and ease necessary land acquisitions—will
give further weight to the processes already in place to progress the project. It would be fair to say that if
the development is to proceed with Chalco as the developer, the flow-on benefits will be enormous and will
cement Queensland’s reputation as a preferred investment destination. The world market for resources is
booming and we would be negligent if we did not take advantage of its buoyancy. This does not mean we
welcome development regardless of the consequences, but with foresight, planning and a clear goal in
mind we can build for future generations. 

The peculiarities of the Aurukun deposit and the work already carried out have determined the need
for the recommended changes to the relevant legislation. It is gratifying to see the government taking these
necessary steps to facilitate this project and certainly to give more certainty and clarity to all the parties
involved. It is also satisfying to see the vigorous lobbying taking place to secure sites for the proposed
refinery to process the ore that will be mined at Aurukun. Three sites have been named as possible
locations for an alumina refinery and, no doubt, ultimately an alumina smelter. Gladstone, Abbot Point and
the Townsville industrial estate have been named, and the suitability of these sites is currently being
assessed by Chalco and the government. I hope that the results of this assessment will be made public by
July. 

Whichever of these sites is chosen, all of Queensland will benefit. My personal hope is that it will be
situated in north Queensland in a position that will have absolutely minimal environmental impact, will have
no impact on existing residential areas and also will have the full support of the constituency of that area. I
genuinely believe that it is very important to take those criteria into consideration. It is also essential to take
into consideration the very real needs of the available power and water supplies and transport
infrastructure that are going to be critical to the success of this magnificent project. 

I have had the privilege of meeting with Madam Liu, the Chinese Consul, on two occasions in
Brisbane and have appreciated being briefed by the senior project managers of Chalco. This is a very
professional project that will have a huge impact on Queensland. The prospect of the creation of several
thousand jobs during the construction phase of the refinery and up to 500 permanent jobs is certainly very
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attractive and will make a huge difference to Queensland’s economy and employment prospects no matter
where the refinery is located. 

This significant investment in Aurukun and complementary refinery would send a strong signal to
other companies that responsible investment is welcome in Queensland and that their investments would
be secure. A project of this size means more than a few temporary jobs and some extra business for
support and ancillary industries. The accompanying upgrading and building of complementary
infrastructure necessary to support such a project can only add value to the state’s wealth. The same
applies to the mooted PNG gas pipeline project. 

These days, a significant measure of the cost of business is the cost of energy or, more specifically,
the cost per kilojoule. For refinery and extraction industries particularly, energy availability, efficiency and
cost are determining factors in the viability or otherwise of a project and often they decide a project’s
feasibility. An alumina refinery, such as the one planned by Chalco, has a huge demand for and reliance on
power and would benefit from and need the availability of a plentiful supply of inexpensive energy. Moves
to facilitate this pipeline by the introduction of the amendments contained in this bill to clarify the state’s
jurisdiction are needed and welcome. 

Last year, I was fortunate to meet with the Deputy Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea and the
Minister for Environment and Conservation for Papua New Guinea during their visit to Townsville and I
received a briefing on the details and benefits of this pipeline. If this pipeline can be proven to be
commercially viable, it would deliver to markets right across eastern Australia with proposed laterals to
Gove and through to the south west. It would eventually be over 3,800 kilometres in length and create
1,500 jobs. The construction of the pipeline would use more than 450,000 tonnes of steel pipe—and that in
itself would generate enormous industry—joined by in excess of 200,000 welded joints. I ask members to
think about all the work and the tradesmen involved in this pipeline. 

At this stage, the final estimated cost of this pipeline is in the vicinity of $2.5 billion to $3 billion. Much
of the benefits of this pipeline will flow directly to Queensland’s economy and business. The first gas
deliveries are anticipated to begin in 2009 and will give long-term security of supply over declining
traditional gas sources, enable competitive pricing and assist in creating an active and competitive gas
market. 

Once the supply of competitively priced gas is available, strong supply-led growth can be expected
to occur with the further development of industries able to capitalise on and take advantage of its benefits.
It would also allow the planning and commissioning of gas-fired power stations to reduce our dependence
on the existing coal-fired power stations and increase our capacity to supply power to existing and new
homes, businesses and industries throughout the state. These are exciting developments for our state. I
certainly support moves to facilitate their progression. 
File name: menk2006_05_26_48.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Mineral Resources and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
	Mrs MENKENS (Burdekin-NPA) (12.47 pm): It is a pleasure to speak on and support the Mineral Resources and Other Legislation Amen...
	The objectives of the bill-to facilitate the development of the Aurukun bauxite deposit, ensure consistency of legislation regar...
	The peculiarities of the Aurukun deposit and the work already carried out have determined the need for the recommended changes t...
	Whichever of these sites is chosen, all of Queensland will benefit. My personal hope is that it will be situated in north Queens...
	I have had the privilege of meeting with Madam Liu, the Chinese Consul, on two occasions in Brisbane and have appreciated being ...
	This significant investment in Aurukun and complementary refinery would send a strong signal to other companies that responsible...
	These days, a significant measure of the cost of business is the cost of energy or, more specifically, the cost per kilojoule. F...
	Last year, I was fortunate to meet with the Deputy Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea and the Minister for Environment and Conse...
	At this stage, the final estimated cost of this pipeline is in the vicinity of $2.5 billion to $3 billion. Much of the benefits ...
	Once the supply of competitively priced gas is available, strong supply-led growth can be expected to occur with the further dev...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


